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WVU Heart and Vascular Institute

The WVU Heart and Vascular Institute is expanding its roster of 
experts to meet the ever-increasing demand for its services. One of 
several physicians to join the Institute is Mohamad Alkhouli, MD.

Dr. Alkhouli is an interventional cardiologist, who came to 
Morgantown from the Mayo Clinic, where he completed a 
fellowship in coronary and endovascular interventions and an 
advanced fellowship in structural heart interventions. He completed 
a fellowship in cardiovascular disease at Temple University in 
Philadelphia, where he also spent a year as chief cardiovascular 
fellow. He is board certified in internal medicine, cardiovascular 
disease, interventional cardiology, vascular medicine, and 
endovascular intervention.

Alkhouli

One of the major conditions treated by the 
multidisciplinary team at the WVU Heart and Vascular 
Institute is mitral valve disease. The team includes 
cardiac surgeons Vinay Badhwar, MD, and Lawrence 
Wei, MD; interventional cardiologists Mohamad 
Alkhouli, MD, and Bryan Raybuck, MD; and 
cardiologists Samantha Crites, DO, and Jim Mills, MD.

The mitral valve works to keep blood flowing properly 
in one direction from the left atrium to the left ventricle 
and prevents it from flowing backward. When it does 
not function as it should, blood leaks backward and 
causes congestive heart failure. Although certain 
medications may improve the congestion, they do not 
fix the underlying problem with the valve.  

Two new minimally invasive procedures are being 
performed at the WVU Heart and Vascular Institute 
for patients with mitral valve disease who are unable 
to undergo traditional open heart surgery to repair or 
replace the valve due to other health concerns.

Transcatheter mitral valve repair with MitraClip reduces 
the amount of leakage by placing small clips to pull the 
diseased leaflets together – all performed through a 
catheter inserted in a leg vein. 

Our experts also perform transcatheter mitral valve 
replacement, the most recent advance in heart valve 
care. The Tendyne Bioprosthetic Mitral Valve is inserted 
through a small incision in the left chest and replaces 
the native valve. The WVU Heart and Vascular Institute 
is one of only seven centers in the United States and 
one of 25 in the world that has this technology.

New, advanced treatment methods 
for mitral valve disease

Interventional cardiologist joins team

For questions or to refer a patient, call 855-WVU-CARE.
More about WVU Heart and Vascular Institute: WVUHeart.org



The surgical oncologists at the WVU Cancer Institute 
treat primary, metastatic, and recurrent solid organ 
and soft tissue malignancies. They offer patients a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary approach to diagnoses 
and treatment with access to the latest cancer treatment 
modalities and clinical trials. 

Partnerships in care exist not only in the surgical 
disciplines but also with medical oncology, radiation 
oncology, pathology, and radiology in the care of cancer 
patients. This approach is vital to providing optimal care 
to your patients.

Our providers perform more than 850 surgical 
procedures per year and have extensive experience in 
the following cancers:

• biliary   • breast 
• colorectal   • esophageal
• gastric   • liver
• pancreatic  • skin
• small intestinal

Surgical oncology: a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary 
approach to diagnoses and 
treatment

For referrals to WVU Medicine, call 1-855-WVU-CARE

SERVICES
WVU Cancer Institute 

Hepato-pancreato-biliary (HPB) surgical services at the 
WVU Cancer Institute are provided by Jon Cardinal, 
MD, and Alan Thomay, MD. Dr. Cardinal is fellowship 
trained in HPB surgery, and Dr. Thomay is a board-
certified surgical oncologist. Each specializes in treating 
both benign and malignant conditions of the bile duct, 
gallbladder, liver, and pancreas. Cardinal and Thomay 
each perform minimally invasive HPB procedures that 
utilize both laparoscopic and robotic approaches. 

High volume centers have been shown to be associated 
with improved short- and long-term outcomes in HPB 
surgeries. Since 2012, our surgical oncologists have 
performed an average of 60 HPB cases per year and 
have established the WVU Cancer Institute as a high 
volume HPB center. The 90-day mortality for elective 
HPB cases performed at the WVU Cancer Institute is 
roughly one percent, which is one half to two thirds 
lower than the national average.

Cardinal Thomay

Hepato-pancreato-biliary surgical 
services offer improved outcomes 
for your patients



Kimberly Bailey, MD, has joined the WVU 
Medicine Department of Surgery. Dr. Bailey 
comes to WVU Medicine from the Special 
Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force, 
Crisis Response in Africa, where she 
served as a general surgeon. Prior to that 
assignment, she worked as a staff surgeon 
at Naval Hospital Camp Lejeune and as the 
ship’s surgeon aboard the USS Eisenhower.

Dr. Bailey received her medical degree from 
the University of Texas Medical Branch’s 
School of Medicine in Galveston, Texas and completed 
a residency in general surgery at East Tennessee State 
University.

She specializes in general surgery.

Michael Kolodney, MD, PhD, joins the 
Department of Medicine as a section chief 
of dermatology. Dr. Kolodney obtained his 
medical and PhD degrees from Washington 
University in St. Louis. He completed his 
residency in dermatology and internal 
medicine and dermatology research 
fellowship at The David Geffen School of 
Medicine at UCLA. Dr. Kolodney is board 
certified in dermatology by the American 
Board of Dermatology.

Dr. Kolodney is a member of the American Academy of 
Dermatology, Association of Professors of Dermatology, 
and Society for Investigative Dermatology.

Theodore L. Katner, MD, has joined the WVU Medicine 
Department of Neurology.

Dr. Katner received his medical degree from Mercer 
University School of Medicine in Macon, Georgia. 
He completed a residency in internal medicine and 
neurology at the University of Kentucky Medical 
Center and completed his neurovascular fellowship at 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center.

Dr. Katner is board certified by the American Board of 
Psychiatry and Neurology and specializes in neurology 
with clinical interests in Alzheimer’s disease, aneurysms, 
carotid stenting, Parkinson’s disease, and transient 
ischemic attacks.

For referrals to WVU Medicine, call 1-855-WVU-CARE

Bailey

A diagnosis of head and neck cancer can have a 
significant impact on a patient’s speech, physical 
appearance, and ability to swallow. Head and neck 
cancer includes cancers of the mouth, nose, sinuses, 
salivary glands, throat, and lymph nodes in the neck. 
Most begin in the moist tissues that line the mouth, 
nose, and throat.

Risk factors include heavy alcohol and tobacco use 
(cigarettes, chew, e-cigarettes). People who use both 
alcohol and tobacco are at a higher risk. Over the 
last decade, there has been increasing evidence that 
human papillomavirus (HPV) plays a large role in the 
development of cancer of the tonsils and tongue. 

Symptoms of head and neck cancer include a lump or 
sore that does not heal, a sore throat that does not go 
away, trouble swallowing, and a change or hoarseness 
in the voice.

WVU Medicine otolaryngologists Jeffson Chung, MD; 
Tanya Fancy, MD; and Rusha Patel, MD, can help with:

• lesions of the oral cavity, oropharynx, larynx,
   and sinuses
• neck masses
• salivary gland masses
• skin cancers of the neck, face, and scalp,
   including melanoma
• surgery for thyroid nodules, goiter, and cancer
• surgery for parathyroid disease

Treatments may include surgery, radiation therapy, 
chemotherapy, or a combination of therapies. Patients 
may need rehabilitation after treatment as it can affect 
eating, speaking, or even breathing.

Head and neck cancer: Know 
the symptoms, refer patients 
for advanced treatment

Specialists

Kolodney

Chung Fancy Patel



For referrals to WVU Medicine, call 1-855-WVU-CARE

Kelly Ross, MD, has joined the WVU Cancer Institute 
Osborn Hematopoietic Malignancy and Transplantation 
Program.

Dr. Ross received her medical degree from the 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. She 
completed a residency in internal medicine at UPMC 
and completed fellowships in hematology/oncology and 
bone marrow transplant at the University of Colorado 
Hospital.

Dr. Ross is certified by the American Board of Internal 
Medicine and specializes in hematological malignancies 
and stem cell transplant with clinical interests in bone 
marrow transplant and chemotherapy.

Kristina Lopez, MD, has joined the WVU Medicine 
Department of Neurology.

Dr. Lopez received her medical degree from the West 
Virginia University School of Medicine, where she also 
completed a residency in neurology. She completed a 
fellowship in headache medicine at Baylor University 
Medical Center.

Dr. Lopez is a member of the American Academy of 
Neurology. Her clinical interests include headaches and 
migraines.

Shafic Sraj, MD, has joined the WVU Medicine 
Department of Orthopaedics.

Dr. Sraj received his medical degree from the American 
University of Beirut Medical Center in Beirut, Lebanon, 
where he also completed a residency in orthopaedics. 
Dr. Sraj completed fellowships in hand surgery at Baylor 
College of Medicine, hand and upper extremity at the 
Cleveland Clinic and Case Western Reserve University, 
and orthopaedic sports medicine at Penn State 
University. 

Dr. Sraj specializes in hand, wrist, elbow, and shoulder 
surgery, including fracture care, joint replacement, 
nerve release and repair, and tendon and ligament 
repair and reconstruction. His clinical interests include 
percutaneous and ultrasound-guided procedures and 
arthroscopy of the wrist, elbow, and shoulder.
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NEW PHYSICIANS

WVU Medicine Senior Physician Outreach 
Liaison Rodney Baker has assumed a new 
role focusing on referral efforts for the WVU 
Heart and Vascular Institute. Baker has more 
than 16 years of experience as a liaison, 
and he will be your point of contact for any 
questions related to the new institute and 
its services. If you would like to schedule a 
visit with Baker to hear more about the WVU 
Heart and Vascular Institute, contact him at 
304-598-6419 or baker@wvumedicine.org.



NEWS
NOW OPEN: WVU Heart and Vascular Institute
At the WVU Heart and Vascular Institute at J.W. Ruby Memorial 
Hospital, we’re taking steps to better serve you and your patients. 
We’ve increased our cardiovascular services and the number of 
experts providing care at our new 10-story, 335,000-square-foot 
tower. Featuring a new entrance, the WVU Heart and Vascular 
Institute tower allows us to customize and improve the 
patient and family experience. Our team of cardiologists, 
cardiac surgeons, vascular surgeons, and thoracic 
surgeons provides everything you and your patients 
need for heart and circulatory system conditions 
– from diagnosis and treatment to rehabilitation 
and recovery.

WVU Medicine-WVU Hospitals was ranked the sixth 
top academic medical center out of more than 200 
participating organizations in a national study of major 
academic medical centers and community hospitals. 
WVU Medicine-WVU Hospitals received Vizient’s 2016 
Bernard A. Birnbaum, MD, Quality Leadership Award for 
superior performance. Awards are given to academic 
medical centers and community hospital members that 
demonstrate excellence in delivering high-quality care 
based on mortality, safety, efficiency, effectiveness, 
patient centeredness, and equity. 

6. WVU Medicine
           West Virginia University Hospitals

WVU Medicine-WVU Hospitals 
ranked among the highest 
academic medical centers
in the country

Wetzel County Hospital 
partners with WVU Medicine
Wetzel County Hospital has entered into a clinical 
affiliation with WVU Medicine to better meet the 
needs of the people in the Northern Panhandle and 
surrounding region. The agreement builds on the 
relationship Wetzel County Hospital already has with 
WVU Medicine physicians at Reynolds Memorial 
Hospital in Glen Dale and allows for the development 
of onsite specialty services, including cardiology, 
oncology, orthopaedics, surgery, and women’s 
health services. It also allows for increased clinical 
integration, in areas such as emergency medicine and 
hospitalist-managed patients, between various WVU 
Medicine-affiliated entities. 

For referrals to WVU Medicine, call 1-855-WVU-CARE
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Contact Senior Physician Outreach Liaison 
Rodney Baker, WVU Heart and Vascular 
Institute (304-598-6419), or Physician 
Liaison Beverly Sebold (304-598-6330) to 
discuss areas of need.

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US

WVUChart.com
Online Provider Portal

WVUChart: View medical records 
and communicate with us anywhere, 
anytime

Want to be able to reach us from any location 24/7? 
Sign up for WVUChart. It’s a secure, web-based 
portal that allows you to correspond with WVU 
Medicine providers and staff who are caring for your 
patients. 

With WVUChart on your device or computer, you can 
access your patients’ records when they are referred 
to us and add your patients to a work list where 
you can monitor their status as needed. You’ll have 
read-only access to the same information that WVU 
Medicine providers have.

To get access to WVUChart, all physicians and 
staff must complete and sign a confidentiality and 
security agreement available at wvuchart.com. The 
completed form must be faxed to Barbara Lowe in 
our Medical Staff Affairs office at 304-598-4168.

For questions or more information about WVUChart, 
contact our IT staff at 304-598-4357.


