
Acute Kidney Injury
• What

• Acute kidney injury (AKI) is a sudden episode of kidney
dysfunction that happens within a few hours or a few days.

• AKI is defined by rises in baseline creatinine and/or a
decrease urine output and is staged 1 – 3 based on severity.

• Who
• All hospitalized patients are at risk of AKI, particularly elderly,

diabetics and those with chronic kidney disease.

• Medications such as IV contrast, antibiotics and NSAIDs can
increase the risk of AKI

• All ICU patients are at increased risk of AKI. Those that are
hypotensive, septic or trauma patients are at particular risk.

• Why
• AKI is a major risk factor for morbidity and mortality.

• Patients with AKI usually have longer and more expensive
hospital stays.

• When
• All ICU patients should be screened for AKI.

• Those at increased risk of AKI should be followed most
closely.

• AKI stages should be documented for the purposes of
coding and patient care.


